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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is the initial office action based on the application filed October 8, 2003. 
Claims 1 - 16 are currently pending and considered below. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: "Interface 13" on page 6 is not shown in figure 3, "device 47", "bus 45", and 
"device 57" mentioned on pages 14-16 are not shown in figures 7 and 8. Corrected 
drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the 
filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement 
Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by 
the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective 
action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 
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Claim Objections 

3. Claims 14, 1 5, and 16 objected to because of the following informalities: The 
claims state "the audio device according to claim 13" however claim 13 is directed to "an 
optical disc device". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 13 - 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Salmonsen et al. (US 7,178,169 B1), hereinafter Salmonsen . 

Claim 13: Salmonsen discloses an optical disc device comprising: a communication 
section receiving an identification signal from an exterior audio device ("authentication 
logic 325 receives this authentication from the application 110," Column 5 Lines 31 - 
33); and a processing section playing back an optical disc ("disk reader 330 reads the 
data from the disk 1 30," Column 5 Line 37) in response to an instruction signal applied 
from the communication section ("the application as is normal, notifies the drive that it 
wishes to access the disk," Column 8 Lines 8 - 13) in case of the communication 
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section receiving the identification, and not playing back the optical disc even if it 
receives the instruction signal in case of the communication section not receiving the 
identification signal ("unless the authentication logic 325 receives the authentication, no 
data is read from the disk 130 or passed to application 110," Column 5 Lines 34 - 36). 

Claim 14: Salmonsen discloses the audio device according to claim 13, wherein the 
communication section does not receive the identification signal from devices other than 
the audio device ("authentication logic 325 receives this authentication from the 
application 110," Column 5 Lines 31 - 33, and therefore does not receive the 
identification signal from other devices). 

Claim 15: Salmonsen discloses the audio device according to claim 13, wherein the 
processing section includes an identification section which receives the identification 
signal from the audio device to recognize that the communicating end is the audio 
device ("authorization is received trough the application," Column 7 Lines 55 - 57 and 
Figure 6, and therefore block 650 recognizes the communicating end is the audio 
device). 

Claim 16: Salmonsen discloses the audio device according to claim 13, wherein the 
processing section determines whether the optical disc is an optical disc subjected to 
measures for ripping ("at block 620, the process determines whether the disk is a 
secure disk"), if it determines that the optical disc is the optical disc subjected to 
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measures for ripping, only when receiving the identification signal from the audio device, 
it plays back the optical disc subjected to measures for ripping in response to an 
instruction signal from the audio device, when not receiving the identification signal, it 
does not play back the optical disc subjected to measures for ripping even if it receives 
the instruction signal (Column 7 Line 17 - Column 8 Line 7 and Figure 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1 -5 and 7 - 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Salmonsen et al. (US 7,178,169 B1), hereinafter Salmonsen , in view 
of Atkinson (US 7,055,049 B2), hereinafter Atkinson . 

Claim 1: Salmonsen discloses an audio device (client 100) which has an optical disc 
device (secure device 120, Column 2 Lines 49 - 59) and an audio section (application 
1 10 and other components as illustrated in Figure 2) in its housing comprising: an audio 
section outputting an identification signal ("authentication logic 325 receives this 
authentication from the application 110," Column 5 Lines 31 - 33), receiving an input 
signal, and outputting an output signal ("At block 785, the data is used by the 
application, as appropriate. For one embodiment, if the data is music or the like, the 
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application plays the music," Column 9 Lines 10-12); and an optical disc device 
playing back an optical disc ("disk reader 330 reads the data from the disk 130," Column 
5 Line 37) in response to an instruction signal from the audio section ("the application as 
is normal, notifies the drive that it wishes to access the disk," Column 8 Lines 8 - 13) in 
case of receiving the identification signal from the audio section, and not playing back 
the optical disc even if receiving the instruction signal in case of not receiving the 
identification signal ("unless the authentication logic 325 receives the authentication, no 
data is read from the disk 130 or passed to application 1 1 0," Column 5 Lines 34 - 36). 

Salmonsen does not disclose the audio section amplifying the input signal, 
however Atkinson discloses a computer with a CD player in which after the audio signal 
is output from the disc drive the audio section amplifies the signal and outputs it to a 
speaker (Column 1 Lines 43- 54). Since Atkinson discloses "a typical example of a 
computer audio system," it was therefore well known in the art at the time of the 
invention to include an amplifier before outputting to a speaker. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include an amplifier as disclosed by Atkinson 
in the system of Salmonsen to adequately drive the speaker at a desired volume level. 

Claim 2: Salmonsen and Atkinson disclose the audio device according to claim 1 , and 
Salmonsen further discloses wherein the optical disc device comprises a receiving 
section which does not receive the identification signal from devices other than the 
audio section ("authentication logic 325 receives this authentication from the application 
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110," Column 5 Lines 31 - 33, and therefore does not receive the identification signal 
from other devices). 

Claim 3: Salmonsen and Atkinson disclose the audio device according to claim 1 , and 
Salmonsen further discloses wherein the optical disc device recognizes that a 
communicating end is the audio section by receiving the identification signal from the 
audio section ("authorization is received trough the application," Column 7 Lines 55 - 57 
and Figure 6, and therefore block 650 recognizes the communicating end is the audio 
device). 

Claim 4: Salmonsen and Atkinson disclose the audio device according to claim 1 , and 
Salmonsen further discloses wherein the optical disc device determines whether the 
optical disc is an optical disc subjected to measures for ripping ("at block 620, the 
process determines whether the disk is a secure disk"), if the optical disc device 
determines that the optical disc is the optical disc subjected to measures for ripping, 
only when receiving the identification signal from the audio section, it play back the 
optical disc subjected to measures for ripping in response to an instruction signal from 
the audio section, when not receiving the identification signal, it does not play back the 
optical disc subjected to measures for ripping even if receiving the instruction signal 
(Column 7 Line 17 - Column 8 Line 7 and Figure 6). 
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Claim 5: Salmonsen and Atkinson disclose the audio device according to claim 1, and 
Salmonsen further discloses wherein the optical disc device, when receiving the 
identification signal from the audio section, turns a flag on, when receiving the 
instruction signal, confirms that the flag is on and play back the optical disc, and if the 
flag is off, the optical disc device does not play back the optical disc even if receiving 
the instruction signal ("At block 650, the process determines whether authorization has 
been received to pass the data to the application," Column 7 Lines 52 - 53 and Figure 
6, and therefore a check takes place to see if an "indication" ("flag") of authorization has 
been received). 

Claim 7: Salmonsen discloses an audio device (client 100) which has an optical disc 
device (secure device 120, Column 2 Lines 49 - 59) and an audio section (application 
110 and other components as illustrated in Figure 2) within its housing comprising: an 
audio section including an output section which outputs an identification signal for 
informing that it is the audio section ("authentication logic 325 receives this 
authentication from the application 110," Column 5 Lines 31 - 33, and therefore the 
application informs the authentication logic); and an optical disc device including a 
communication section ("authentication logic 325 receives this authentication from the 
application 110," Column 5 Lines 31 - 33) which receives the identification signal from 
the output section of the audio section, and a processing section plays back an optical 
disc ("disk reader 330 reads the data from the disk 130," Column 5 Line 37) in 
response to an instruction signal from the audio section ("the application as is normal, 
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notifies the drive that it wishes to access the disk," Column 8 Lines 8-13) in case of 
the communication section receiving the identification signal, does not play back the 
optical disc even if it receives the instruction signal in case of the communication 
section not receiving the identification signal ("unless the authentication logic 325 
receives the authentication, no data is read from the disk 130 or passed to application 
110," Column 5 Lines 34 - 36). 

Salmonsen does not disclose an amplification section which receives an input 
signal, amplifies the input signal and outputs the output signal, however Atkinson 
discloses a computer with a CD player in which after the audio signal is output from the 
disc drive the audio section amplifies the signal and outputs it to a speaker (Column 1 
Lines 43 - 54). Since Atkinson discloses "a typical example of a computer audio 
system," it was therefore well known in the art at the time of the invention to include an 
amplifier before outputting to a speaker. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to include an amplifier as disclosed by Atkinson in the system of 
Salmonsen to adequately drive the speaker at a desired volume level. 

Claims 8-11: Claims 8-11 are substantially similar in scope to claims 2-7 and 
therefore are rejected for the same reasons. 

8. Claims 6 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Salmonsen et al. (US 7,178,169 B1) and Atkinson (US 7,055,049 B2), in view of 
Tanabe et al. (US 2001/0008504 A1 ), hereinafter Tanabe . 
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Claim 6: Salmonsen and Atkinson disclose audio device according to claim 1 , and 
Salmonsen further discloses wherein it is determined whether an optical disc is 
subjected to measures for ripping ("at block 620, the process determines whether the 
disk is a secure disk"), if it is determined that the optical disc subjected to measures for 
ripping only when the optical disc device receives the identification signal from the audio 
section it plays back the optical disc subjected to measures for ripping in response to an 
instruction signal from the audio section, when it does not receive the identification 
signal, it does not play back the optical disc subjected to measures for ripping even if it 
receives the instruction signal (Column 7 Line 17 - Column 8 Line 7 and Figure 6). 

Salmonsen and Atkinson do not disclose wherein the optical disc device 
determines whether the optical disc is a CD or DVD. Salmonsen does disclose that the 
various types of disk medium and drives could be used with the invention (Column 2 
Lines 49 - 59). Tanabe discloses a playback apparatus for playing back a variety of 
disk types including CD, DVD, and VCD. Tanabe teaches a control section 101 that 
determines the type of disc (Paragraph. 45). Since Salmonsen discloses that various 
types of disk medium and drives could be used with the invention, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use a drive as 
disclosed by Tanabe to enable the device of Salmonsen and Atkinson to play multiple 
types of disks and also include a control section as disclosed by Tanabe to correctly 
determine the type of disc and correctly read the disc so that the method of securing 
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digital content as disclosed by the invention of Salmonsen and Atkinson can be 
applicable to a universal drive. 

Claim 12: Claim 12 is substantially similar in scope to claim 6 and therefore is rejected 
for the same reason. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph Saunders whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1063. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m., EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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